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'OTtl[_n{L_ MCA3 FL.TORO LOCAl. I_F.Dg_P_Ni_ .AUT_0RITY, Janlea M. Mirrtrmeit_, J_ztecunve Director
"q_.2._'_l IP':Ahead Mc._ .Kt.TORO MASTL% DEVELOPMENT PROC-R_M · Courmey C. V,_e,'_ioo& Mana:et
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April 14,1998

ColonelE.J. Rir_._:, USMC
Assbtmt Chief of Staff

Base l_en: md Closuxe
MCAS El Toro
P.O.Box 95001
Santaax.ha,CA 92709.5001.-

De= Colon_/Rkchie:

Suff_nd conzulu.nu {=omr_e FATow Master D_elopmen_ Pm r:xm look forw_d co
meeting with yo= st2Hon Apn122, 1998to discuss issues zebted to :he Proposed Plx_ for
closing 'r,.beinzctive b_dfillsites _zMCAS El Toro,

Asyou know, r.he CouaV continues _okwe concernsze_',_d/ngWecomp-',:ib'2h7 of
reined7 for sites$ _d 5proposedbyzbeDep==nen: of N_vT/UnkedSnrasMz_meCorps
_ the _nticip_teciEarle uzes id_cified m the Co,'-,_,mief ILeuaePi_ _dopted by the
Board of Sup=visors.We look for_vzrd:o working with 7ou _ r.clcv_t :avi:om_e_til
agende: :o emuxe r.hac_ese rites, followin_clovax_,can be used in z productive _d
benefixSalmanner..

Iaconnection with o= effozt,s to facilk_tethe zpp:opmte remedi_tion of r_e l_d/xll sizes,
we have beezx woxkm§ w{_ o0x cozl._r, xnts to undexst_ci m det2_ _e re.reedy m the

Proposed Plan, As.TanMkmrme.iezdiscussedwkh you, in order to ensure',.Mtwe/'_Jl7 and
._ccu_telyuncl=_mnd the p:opo,ed remedy, we h_ve enclosed _ lis:of questions mga:d_u_
the hnd._ sites.

These 9uestio_s axeiotended to claxif3rke7concernsthat 1-_vebeen idomdfi_dr%,'_ng -,he
Proposed pl_._,aadto f_c_t_ta our subsequent discussions on _ m_=. Thisreformation
will assistme ia making_ppmprb_e zecomm_&tiom to the CEO _d :oth=Board of
Sup=viso_ ze_ct_ d_esesites.

.Mysuffloo -ksforw-_dto m_edng with reprezen_£iv_ of DON/USMC on Ap_fi_ _o
cluck:these _,sd ""'7subs_u:nc ciu_stionsco,,cemi_ r.he Proposed Planfo:closing r_e
mcdve 1,_ on the b_se.
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Thnnk you £oz7ouxa:r.rmtion m _ m:.cr._.

Sincu_,

Coul-mey_. Wiezcioch, Mm_
Toro l_:t._.z Developmen: Pzog'rim

cc: ]_ MJ.__, CEO
C-,_r H_",_ Mas:e: Devel_pm,_t P:ogz:m:
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MCAS EL TORO
INITIAL QUESTIONS EEGARDING

DON/USMC PROPOSED PLAN FOR R.EMEDIATION
LAND_ SlTF_ 2, 3, 5AND 17

1. Available d_.ra indlcar._ tho: Sites 2 a_a&3 have impacted surface water. (Thexe does no:

appe= to be data _g suite w_t= impact, if :ay, _t Sites 5 and 17.) Site 2 Kemediz[

Inveatiga_o_ 1, p, 4-148; Site 3 Kemed/al L_vesfigafionz, p.4-153. What is the :ationale fo:
not monitoring surface water quality as _ pitt of the final remedy?

2. Ly_dmetezs have been installed in inclined bor_olcs, on the peL4.meterof the landfill _ic_,
How effective wi_ they he in momtozing leachate? What conect/ve ac_n _mcies
additional sampling) wou]cl DON/USMC pzcrpose to uncl_e ff leach,ate is de:ected at any
of the land.fiJl sites following implementation of the fi_l zemedy?

3, Is ]an_ll set'dement data available for e_ch of the landfill _tes? Was it used in r.be :emedy'
evaluation and sdec_,on p:ocess?

4. Almmative 3_in the Draft Fkxal Pzopo_ecl Plan4/nvolves onsise waste consoI/d_t/on. Does
DON/USMC contemplate that any waste will be dispoged o£ oHsite m com_ection with the

its proposed implementation of Ak--,,_tive 37

5. Akemative 3 i_volves the use of o_:e soils to czcate the monolithic _o/l cover. The

p_oposecl omite bomow location for thee _ofls _sa hill located hervee_ Sire, 2 and 17. Site
3 Feasibility Study a, p. 4-8.

· ) The Court V uader_tmc_ tha_ one sample _ collected and tested from this bo,_ow

site. Site 3 Feasibility Study, p, 4-8, Ha_ DON/USMC collected and tested other
samples from the propo_i bogow locatiom_

b) The a:e_ i,-,whtr.h the pzopos:a bonow _ite h located provides habitat for a

_oteeted. spec/es (the gmteat, r.hu).. Site 2 Kemedial Jaaveetiga_ion,p. 1-14; Site 17

t Beth:etN_onal, Inc., "DraftFL_alPhas_H Rea_dialInvestigation. Site 2, MagazineRoad Landfill,MCA.SBI
Toro," April1997[h_e/naftcr "Sim2 RemedialInv_tigafion"].

Beehu:lNafioaal,Inc., 'Dr_fi Final Phase II Remediflhvesfig_on. Site 3, OriginalLand_U],MCAS Et To.m,"
April 1997 [herinafter "$icm3 RemedialInvestigation"].

F_r all four landfillsites, Almrn_five3 g_ne_allyinvolv_ the followingcomponents: (1) installationof a
monoli_c softcover:.(2) imple,rn_tafion ofinstitutionfl con,robmprc_Mbituse of thedtnmadsurrounding
pr_pe.:ty,aadto I_ohibit disc_banccs to the soil cov_; and(3) long-t_,'msite monitoring,

a "Dt_&FinalProposedPlanf_r Closureof IaactiveLt_dfi_ at M_rin_Corps Air StationE1Toro," M_,'ch1998
[herein_f_r"DraftFinalP_posed Plan"],

SBechtelNatioa_l,Inc., "Draft Final Phrasert Feas_ility Study- Sita3, Origin_.lLandfill, MCASE1Taro,"
September1997[hereinafter"Site 3Fe_ibillty Study"],

Imndllll O&A,q_g4..O_e _I/t4/0_ 03_9 ptv_
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RemeA;o!_vesti_don a,p. 1-14. Da_ the _xistin_use of the _xcaimpact tke
p:oposecI_vmvation _d tx_sfex of soils to the l_d:_ll sites?

6. Altcnutive 3 inciudcs planting of vegetation (glass) on the landfallc_p. Will the vegz_don
:em_ gzc:ndung the sum,_me on the L_d_? Does DON/US.MC contemplate r_h._t
_:ig_tiaa_ be needc_ to es=bi/ah thc vegetatlou.: !£yes, what _.mounrofizfig-_tiondoes
DON/USMC contcmpl&tewill be needed?

7. Alte:na_ve 3 docs not include the installation of a gas_.'tzaction s_tem, o=a p:-ovisizn :o
installa gasex'tr_don sgstem. This pxopos_l appzteatl7 is su?po_tcd bTat le_t two
s_,mpli_gcvmts. Siva3 Remedial Luvesti_ticra,p. 4-20. Is these orbs: =_ss_mpii_ d_m
availablefo: the hnclf,tll gte,s? Was gas monitoring conducted ia the vsdose zone? Was gas
samplingccr_ductedon t&pof the -x'i_tl-g cove=?

8. Altemativc 3 do_s not inr2ucLemcrnito:i_ of gas emissions thxough the p:oposed cove: of
the h:¢__ What is the r_:io:?!- fo: _ p:opos_l?

9, What EPA oxDTSC guidance docum_ts o: polims did DON/USMC use to develo? its
cs,-i_,,t:of costsassociatedwith Al:_mative 3? How axeindirect costscalculatedguthe cost
csrl,r_te fozAltez_t/ve 3P What monkoxing fzequency_ used to develop cost esmmttcs
for post-closuze monitoring associalzd with Alternative 37

10. Ia the FeasibilityStudies fo: Site 3 and Site 5_, DON/USMC states ti:tat"[al F:cfe-tred
_e,*_tive isnot p:esmted becausethat selectionw_lbe based,on ¢_k-m_mgement
decisions,'_hich will occu: £ollo*_g :eview of thisdocumentby te_,to_ _gcnciesandthe
pvbl/c." Si_ 3 Feasibilk7 Study, p. 7-1; Site 5 Feambilit?Study, p. 7-1.

a) What does DON/USMC mean by "_sk mana_,.-t decisions"?
t ·

b) Wlxodoes DON/USMC expec: to mak_ suck ziskma=zg*_mt de.c.kions?

0 What ,-t_kmanagement decisions, ff _m7, h_vc been made by DON/USMC for Sites
2,3, 5 ami 177

11. Po:dons of Site 3 presently axe capped _ith asphalt =nd/o: cone:etc. Site 3 F,",,ibiliV
Study,p. 4-7. What does DON/USMC cont=mphte doing with these capped =:cas?

a) Does DON/USMC px'opos_to remove the asphalt and/ox conc:etc_ If so, how
x_ouldthe m,_reri_kbe managed following :emov_l? Ifso, does DON/USMC
inr_d to ira=allthe monolithic soil covet ovex the p:cvlou.dy capped !=o:_nnsof Site
3? If so, does Thecost es6mat= fo: Akem_tive 3 include the :e=novaland
manag_m_t of the _phzlt _nd/o: conczcte?

tl-,e,ht_lNational,Inc..I'DrafiPinalPhaseII RemedialI_vestig_uon-Site1%CommunicationStationLandfill,
MCASElToro."April1997[hcreinatter"Site17ItJamextLalIav:stig_ti0n"].

? I_echtclNalional,Inc.,"DraftFm_lPhaseII FeasibilityStudy. $ir_5, Y_in_t_ RoadL_dffil. MC.ASElTom,"
_ Sc_l:mb_r1997[herema.-'_zr"Site$ Feasib,/ityStudy"].

2
lanatnlO&A
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b) IfDON/USMC does not propose to zcmove the =sptmlt _d/or co,',=er,', _ the
existing cap be rcm/ned _ p,,,c of thc _,_ coy= fo=Ske 3.: If so, are design
speci/_t_:ru _,v-_ahle fro: the existing capped areas? If so, does DON/USMC

't

conmmpl_t_ that such areas could be used fo_ park_& 'hght load storage _ other
use_?

12. What is the dcs/gn r_tiom.l¢ for the 2% grade of rl_ monolithic so_l cov_ pro?osed as part
of Ak_e 37 _ 3 F_ra%iEV Study, p. 4-7.

13. DON/USMC ind.icates t_r the Agua Chinon wash will not he _haed. Site 3' Fcxsih_Er

Study, p. 4-11. Does DON/USMC believe that infiltration of watez _om the Aqua c'5_;,_on
wash to the hnd_ed waste _ occuz? If so, what impacts, k' anT, does DON/USMC

anticipate _crm suck inflation. _

14. DON/USMC indimt_s ia the Fe._%ilk 7 Smd 7 for flue 5 that "[s]ever=[ _lrem=mres will

accommodate h_tvy i_4_don associated with in_ated pordom of a tTpical golf course and

still allow mmim¢t inRkmdon imo Landf_ m_." Site 5 Fe-mb[li_ SruA7, B-ES-10.

· ) Is Ak_qauve 3 one which would allow fo_ he_v7 ;_4_tinn of Site 5 in the furore?

b) Is Ak_tive 4D onewhich would allow for hcaW img_tin_ of Sir_ $ m the futuze?

c) Would the _ of the impact ofi=ig-_ion oz_mm_{_l _emathres he _dr_ih, for
Site 57

15. DON/USMC/ndicates th_

A keyco_ddarati_,,i_ tde_g a_d evaluatirg_o_e_fidimtitutiondca_srdcora remdiadactionis

plannedorann_aud fiturt me_f_ _.P_d' .4e_ordsWgtotheCo_ RsuaaPfanfor MC.A_ BI
TaroffC_P' 7, t&prefirredndevelop_i_toptionfir tht $tats_nis a may'oreommemalai_orL Thit
opn'onindua}spotentidfaturtu._tl_r vadousscones_fJta_onP_pe_y. $itn 2 and 17 aretotatd fi, an
aha dedgnatda$a habitatrettrve.Sit, 3 i_ktated m a .TonededgnauOr commercialand h_t
&dm'tn_ urn. 3'itt$ is dotatadin a _[onea_dgnatedjbrremeation_v_.

Draft Final Proposed PLugp. 13.

_) What types of uses does DON/USMC contemplate can occuz at each of Sites
3 an8 5 i_Alt=mtive 3 (including pxoposetiinsfiuatiomI controls) is
implem=ad_

h) What _pes of u_ea &:_esDON/U_C c_template cmaocem: in the

;-_,,,edi_t_ '_ of each. of Sites 3 md 5 ffAhem_tive 3 Cmcl_g proposed
insdmtion_ controls) is implem_ated?

c) Does DON/USMC believe that Alternative 3 wo_d na_ to be nasalized in

oxder to _cc_,-_mod_m _y of these contemplated uses? _so, which uses

wouM requke motivation of pzoposed Altemat_ve 3? At whose expense
woulcl such modi_adons be undemke, n?

3
f_adlSllC_&..A,
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16. DON/USMC iadic_ms fi_=

Futurelando_m_oru;lr; ofSis_;2, 3, $ and77 ;half&j_rohibiredfmmcondum'_gthe
v_l]om'ngaetidtietudlhoutthe_'or _provalofD02_ andtheEederalFati/ity
_nemvnt 5gnatofftt.. .

· peeringa_ activity(m:hat _eavattonar e_nttmetian)anthelandft&orv.
adiauntparrtkor?opm'et thatu411adwnt3 _?art theca;a.d _o_itonng
gstemtora_}#th_drainagea_d_ion eo_trdsdvvd_pedfir thetq;

Drdt Final Propo,ed Plan,p. 13.

a) What "adjacca: paze_" does DON/USMC intend to encumber with this and
any other pgoposed £ustimfionalcoal:mi(s)? Can DON/USMC klemtifythe
aerial scope of the comemplated i-szimfional comrol(s) on plot p/ms of =ch
of Sites 3 md 5? How _ the imposition o£ such prahihkiom affect the
abilityoftheConey orotherp=son/emky f_om developingprop=fyadjacent
to Sires3 and 5}

b) Wl_t is the pvaetir_ imp,ct oinot allowing disturbance*of momtozing
sy.tema on laud u_ a_o_mctthe landfills? Can wells oz l_ohe heads be
modified to acco_modam vazio_ land,uses gzotmd thc landfitl?

1% What is the precise languageof the pzopos_ imdtutional controls that have been or _ze
b.;-g coaremphted by DON/USMC? If such language has not been prepared by
DON/USMC for Sites 2, 3, $ and 17,can DON/USMC provide to the County an
e_ample(s) o£specific languageusec_far land.fillsites at other dosing milir_-y, instal]arians?

lS. DON/USMC i_elicateain the Draft Final Pre=posedPLanthat inszimionalcontrolss{mi}:_rto
Alternative 3 would be kapo,e8 i_6ther=_ea;ol op:o_s (e.g.,._lte=mdve, 4, 5, ox 6) w=e
selected for Sites 2, 3, 5, and/or 17. D_ Final Proposed Plan, pp. 8--9.Does
DON/USMC comemphte my specifi_r..tmngein imfimdonal controls should a remeaj,1
option other than Alternative 3 be selected fo: :myof the land_01sites}

19, Underwhat conclido_s, i_my,wo_.d DON/USlv[C cont_mph_ allowing a=ivides to occ_
· t Shes 3 Md 5 that _vouldori=wise be p_ohibimd by the proposediusdmfion_leontzoI_?

a) Wha_administrativeprocedm:e_,if any, doe* DON/USMC believewould be
necessary to document the review and approval of _uch activitiesby DON/USMC
andother signamh_ w the relevant Fedend FacilitiesAgneement?

b) What infomatkm, if my', doe_D ON/USMC conte=apIat_would he required in
ord= to obtahapermission to conduct suck activities?

20. IfDON/USMC approved an activity otk_e prohibited by one or more ofthe
institutional controh, woukIiacontinue to conduct remediation aclivi_esat the sites (e.g.,
ongoing ope-_tions _ud _i-tena_ce; monito_m_ activities; etc.)? Would it continue m
ensure tl=eadequacy of the implemented remedy to address the identified ad_t_e
eu_itonmcn_ condi:iom :_ thes_es_

4
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21. Cm DON/USMC p:o_ to_ CourtV :_n?c_-,'_pl:sof!,_df_l6iresatclosin__il{t_t7
imt_Llh6__,twhich(_)i_s:imdoa_lco._o].s]_ve been alert,loped_d m_pl_:_ted,:nd

(b) subsequent ovrn=s, operators o: o_h=use_h,svebeen given p,.,_k$ion to conctuc: _
_cCivicics otb=wise prolu_ccd by such in.stimcional ccmtzols?

2/. DON/USMC indicztes_m,Sum ofC:dJfon_z_pzese,nmzives on thc MCA_ E1Tom B_se
_ment _ud Closuz_ Te_Lmccmcuz:with thc _cm¢ Cozp:% p_efc=ccl_cczncdy.Final
Dr_fi:YzoposedPl,_uat 1% Does rigs :_ DON/USMC% poskion._ Lfuor.,hovr,.vould
DON/USMC modi_ iu comp_z_tiv: _essme.n_of zero, dial al*_,-_,,ivcssc: folv.hinthc
Fin_ Draft P:oposcd Plan?

23. Pzio: co Publication, cioesDON/USMC inchedto assign v_lucs to the "commum_7
accc,.pr._cc"component hf r.h_comp_cive _-:u_ysisof zcmcdi_l _lt__m_tivesyzcscnc:d in r.h¢
Final Dn_:lkoposed Ylia.: If yes, whit v'_lu_sdo_ DON/USMC in, cad to assign_othc
wa:ionsz_ ,'1;_1ikcraauve,s_

t

5
Io_ldfill OAA
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